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TO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY BUJUMBURA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
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UNCLAS STATE 149731 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, CASC (SMUTS, BARBARA, SMITH, KENNETH STEPHEN, 

SUBJECT: KIDNAPPED AMERICANS: PRESS GUIDANCE 
REF: STATE 149433 

1. THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE WAS GIVEN TO DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN TO BE USED IN ANSWERING QUERIES RE UPI AND AP 
STORIES ON GUNBOAT INCIDENT: 

WE UNDERSTAND THAT SOME SORT OF INCIDENT TOOK PLACE 
BUT WE DON'T HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION HERE TO MAKE A USEFUL 
COMMENT AT THIS TIME. WE ARE STILL HOPING FOR THE EARLY 
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RELEASE OF THE STUDENTS. 
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